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Introduction

that the people, regardless of  ethnic 
interests at the expense of  the people 

archival research, conversations from 

this perspective and demonstrate that 
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presents a theoretical exploration 

choices as a means of  enhancing 

spaces, as opposed to perceptions of  

The social-cultural and 
political position of the 
people of Northern Malawi 

diverse societies are prone to internal 

severance of  their allegiance to the 

escaped northward and settled 

resented and derided them as slaves 
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however, an encompassing ethnic 

the other in the region, an image of  

Wakwithu
northern 

participant of  Ngonde ethnic descent 
stated that “ise ni baTumbuka imwe 
muli baChewa

statement was made to emphasise 

elite, consisting of  teachers and 

helped to create “an environment 

disseminated and new leaders 

Lingua Franca,
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to enter the colonial civil service 

migration trends among them, 

civil servants, the northern region, 

State discrimination: A 
theoretical survey

categories compared with others, 

services, goods, facilities, advantages, 

the existence of  this phenomenon 

differentiations regarding the forms 

political discrimination in the hands 

experience political discrimination in 

to experience grievances that heighten 
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economic and political disparities 

rise to collective grievances, more 

and receive a disproportionate share 

represent, in essence, coalitions which 

political coalitions formed to extract 

among political leaders in power to 
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faced higher taxes relative to those 

the extensiveness of  the ethnic 

experience higher levels of  nighttime 

regions. 

tend to hold strong preferences for 
candidates and parties associated with 
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pivotal in forming an axis of  political 

among leaders. In other words, it 
is easier to provide materials to 

practices against the people of  

Language policy change  
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determination to annihilate the 

holding this view when he highlights 

needing the services of  interpreters 

ladder. In other words, maintaining 

consolidation of  the political and 

the apartheid regime, a model that 
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and other districts in the region 

2023). 

Lingua 
Franca

Nyimbo 

za mmaboma

and allowing the interpretation of  

English to emphasise a point, which 

interpretation of  his English 
statements, providing the interpreter 

It is important to emphasise that 
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and commitment to preserving the 

Given this, therefore, claims that 

mere discontent with the people of  

examination. 

Changes within the 
education sector

represented in important positions” 

who recalled that “three permanent 
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Nevertheless, prevailing evidence 

this point: 

wakwithu 

most northerners dominating the 

were to teach in their regions of  

in their own region and failed to 
replicate their efforts when serving 

the realisation that if  teachers from 

performance across the three regions. 



Rethinking Hastings Kamuzu Banda’s ‘Discriminatory’ Practices against the People of Northern Malawi       35     

Volume 17, Nos. 1&2 December 2025

considering the devastating impacts 

Transfer of the government 
seat 

and retained remnants of  colonialism 

have aimed to promote a sense of  

which was associated with colonial 

might have also helped strengthen 

economic development and serve as 

regard resonates with similar views 

leaders with channelling development 
programmes to their home regions 
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national capital with mesmerising 

however, assertions of  ethnic 

desire was to change the face of  
the region in terms of  economic 

that the decision to shift the capital 

that the idea to move the capital was 

the capital in his home district of  

evidence of  the overwhelming 

own explanations for the relocation of  

dissected. In other words, there have 
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in spinning the narrative regarding 

emphasise that the determination of  a 

economic goals, and strategic factors. 

mirrors the distinctive context and 
priorities of  its respective nation when 

wide range of  strategic, economic, 
logistical, and administrative 

developers, and international advisors, 
also need to converge to share their 

of  historical records, planning 

for relocating the seat of  government 

other pieces of  evidence are not far 
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Banda’s pursuit of ethnic 
and regional parity in the 
public spaces

expense of  the people of  Northern 

prevalent among the people of  

regard. For instance, once research 

that “even when we meet with these 

some things that this is not right. I 

2023).  

nepotistic tendencies among people 

originating from the people of  

among fellow northern regional 

spaces, and enhancing ethnic and 
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an event. 

and nepotistic tendencies. In other 

nepotistic tendencies among them. 

is ku mmwera 

northerner cannot foot from his or 
2

2  



Volume 17, Nos. 1&2 December 2025

40      Mawazo Journal Vol.17, Nos.1&2 December 2025 

regarding the prevalence of  clear 

for each other owing to rich historical 

It is important to emphasise that, 

demonstrates the contrasting 

masses and prevailing scholarship. 

against the people of  Northern 

Conclusion

discrimination against the people of  
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