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Abstract
Mama Chama, women who participated in the National 

contestation and varied views on the involvement of  women in frontline 
Mama Chama
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Introduction

is seen to have altered the hitherto 

end of  the war. Known as Mama 
Chama

historical facts, however, reveal that 

of  appreciating of  the relationship 

experiences as something that is 

and space to inform social change. 

Mama Chama, is therefore to advance 

Mama 
Chama

Mama Chama, women 

heroes and heroines of  the war, the 
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of  Mama Chama

have the wartime roles of  Mama 
Chama

responses of  participant soldiers to 

activities is not a new phenomenon. 

heroism, and have accomplished 

Historising Women in the 
Military

from archaeological discoveries of  

women existed among the nomads 

governing women living apart from 

domineering women who enslaved 
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emphasise male domination and 

accomplishments were listed on two 

th

male warriors and led separate 

wars, women were reported to have 

states: 

and participating in resistance 
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victims of  political oppression 

sphere to men. 

involvement and roles in war date 

Female Warriors 
who led African empires and armies 
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and the expanding slave trade in the 
th

possessed exceptional leadership 

present an example of  women in 

continent.

and women warriors organised 

involved as diviners and foretellers 

Ngatha was designated as a Field 

were formed to defend clans, 
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clan wars or expansionist wars in 

men were designated as warriors to 

to invading enemies, the notion of  

force, and the essential condition 

designation of  defence roles to men 
and the protection of  women was 
and is still the order of  Kingdoms 

Given the limited scholarship on 

For instance, in Kingdoms and 

command positions for the Kingdom 

things that mothers did for their sons, 

as Lakwena
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war that women were allowed into 

set the stage for a new era of  women 

later called Mama Chama

this paper.

Underpinnings of Women 
Exclusion and Inclusion in 
Uganda’s Military 

colonial and colonial gendered 

were formed from the patriarchal 

colonial cradle, where women had no 
or limited space to participate.   

activities shed a revealing light on the 

of  discrimination against women. 
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social practices which entrenched 

their associated amendments, limited 

male gender. It states that, 

in the regiment, as aforesaid, 

gender roles with domestic 

the fringes of  the regimental 

cradle, women were never accepted 

policies were fertilised in the colonised 

when it was discovered that one had 

among those who tended to resist. 
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other aspects, the colonial political 

altered gender relations and the 
role of  women in the provision 

women relegated them to the private 

eroded some of  their rights to engage 

characteristics, which informed 

closed.

emphasised in an interview with one 

the colonies were, in terms of  
doctrine, forces of  domination. 

forces came here and later 

these alien militaries, we 
had the later emergence of  
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designated to expand and protect the 
colonial government, women were 
left to concentrate on commercial 

sphere. 

The Post-Colonial Military 

of  ethnic divisions formed a replica 
of  the racial and marshal segregation 
that existed in the Western world, 

 

except for the sole exception of  one 

consistent professionalisation of  the 

environment that attracted female 

women”. 

The Mama Chama in the 
NRA Armed Rebellion 

decades, there is limited reference to 
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named Mama Chama.   

were referred to as “mothers” within 

the Mama Chama were strong women, 

others.   

I explored who the Mama Chamas 

that Mama Chama were women who 

Mama Chamas were older 
women with strong hearts, who 

Mama Chama. 

Mama 
Chama, Chama Cha NRA, 

with the word. Mama Chama, 

meat as meals, and cows were 

area 
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few were part of  the frontline. While 

and were doing either staff  

of  them were doing staff  

. 

a midwife is regarded as a role 

in the sense that when we 

historical who cared to sow the 

was among the few women 

to forgive and forget. When 

women wielded a lot of  respect and 

of  the mothers of  the organisation 
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Imagine when soldiers are moving 

of  the presence of  this mother 

 

others. 

new chapter for gender integration 

Discussion

effectiveness. In Israel, women were 

and in France, women can serve in all 

regimes. 

is manifest and prominent in the 
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space. 

the gender gap in the defence and 

former colonies, the differences 
and similarities come to the fore. 

movement where women are seen to 

where women were cherished and 

their roles.

It is important to note that despite 
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war, the female heroines of  the war 

fellow women and men into the 

operations.

presents a historical perspective of  

depicts the gendered social relations 

mothering, care, and interdependence 

association of  women with peace is 
therefore essentialised with reference 
to their roles as mothers, sisters, 

lives. 
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their participation in peace movements 

transformation of  gender relations in 

Conclusion 
Mama Chama

stories of  Mama Chama and others 

that expressed the dominant 

of  what men and women can do in 
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diminished the negative narratives 
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