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for a long time as evidenced in the 

1 who is 

to the negative side. When there is a level of  affirmation, 

is castigated and viewed as a practice 

profession that people can choose 

Historical context and 
Debates about sex work 
and prostitution 

it remains illegal in most parts of  

is illegal in all states except Nevada 
2

3 

2 Nevada 

3  
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movements from developing to 
4. 

development, and the poorest of  the 
poor women who sell sex in exchange 

the economic recognition of  the sex 

social perceptions of  the place and 

4  

the place of  women and men involved 

exploitative of  the people engaged in 

that men have patriarchal rights and 

alienation and exploitation of  the 

that comes with it is viewed as a form 

women more than men.  

that commercial sex is a form of  
violence against women and a crime. 
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which is enshrined in the patriarchal 

societies are patriarchal, and sexism 

social order which gives men privilege 

a patriarchal right of  access to 

which indicates that monetised sex is 

discrimination against people involved 
in the sex trade.  

for women who engage in the trade. It 
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within radical feminism that explain 

“those whose eroticism crosses trans 

that women can enter and exit sex 

recent feminist scholarship from 2000 

From another perspective, sex 
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that marriage gives men strong 

Senga

roles of  the Senga

Malaya

home schooling that teaches wives 

this as married women exercising 

negotiation, others have tended to 

warped, exploitative to women, and a 

Methodology 

the interviews and translation. 

and other Nilotes, while Kampala 
is a melting pot of  different ethnic 

the more cosmopolitan, and more 
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and a good relationship with sex 

connections with boda boda5 riders, 

were interviewed6

Boda boda

meanings of  the words provided 

compared, and contrasted with 

Discourses Surrounding 
the Identity of the Sex 
Worker 

how their clients refer to them and 
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Figure 1:

Kampala
Name Meaning
Sexy
Call Girl

their service
Nekoleragyange
Kamaama
Neeko
Kawomera

Kakumukila I am so sweet
Ndibesa
Malaya
Musubuzi
Kiteleke

Namazzi
Nalwewuba
Nsangayo

Gulu
Malaya

Spoilt
Agoo
Agoo  Agoo can therefore also mean 
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Aguu
have to go to the street.

Jo Acate
Apoli Apoli

a detoother7.

ple of  the names and meanings of  

Kampala is Malaya. Malaya comes from 

Malaya 

Malaya and explained that it is 

made them feel, the responses varied. 

negative representations of  the sex 

Detoother

detoothers detoother fits 

Neeko made some respondents feel 
that their services were recognised 
and appreciated. 
When called “Musubuzi,” I feel good 
because I am not insulted, and when I am 
referred to as “Kiteleke”, I feel that I am 
secretive

When people call me “Kawomela”, I 
feel praised, and when they refer to me as 
“Ndibosa”, it boosts my morale.

the names Musubuzi, Kawomela, 
Kiteleke, and Ndibosa 

happier with the more creative names 

and from the corridors of  their 

Kawomela (the sweet one) or 
Namazzi

Nsangayo

of  hopelessness and homelessness, a 

to women who had no address apart 

Malaya, Apoli, 
Jo Acate, Aguu
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response:  
When people refer to me as 

one”, I feel pain and ashamed (Susan 36, 
Gulu).

of  the women interviewed from 

I do what I do consciously; therefore, sex 
work is a job.
Kampala)

It is my source of  survival, she said. 

“I can be called a sex worker rightly 
because in the evening that is what I do.” 

“I also call myself  Malaya because this 
is my source of  survival,”

I just make my money; I do not see it as 
work.

 To me it is a hobby. Although sometimes 
I consider it a job, because others call me a 
sex worker, I hate it because it has many 
bad things.

she was 
not paid a salary

From these responses, it was clear 

them income and provided for their 

separating from their fathers and had 
to sell sex to feed their children8.

8 
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relate that exposes the sexist and 

Economic nature of sex 
trade and the accompanying 
discourses 

Economic Reasons for 
joining sex work

Kampala).

with the child whom I had to 

went to school, no one wanted 

a good life among people. 

and I was left with nothing to 

Kampala).

had nowhere to start from.  
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remarried another woman with 

Kampala to come and visit her, 
and on getting to Kampala, she 

relationship represents a relationship 
of  power where the older mother 

her child(ren).

economic reasons are compared to 

Jo Acate

Nekoleragyange

Musumbuzi

the economic conditions have forced 

it is important to recognise the 
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recognition of  these differences is 

women.

historical, ethnic, economic, and 
other forms of  differences that 

women represented in the sample 
of  the women interviewed for this 

and sex positivists cited earlier. What 

had more negative experiences than 

panga, 
when the client wants to dodge 

common negative experiences were 

and there is no mechanism to protect 
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disempowered and disadvantaged 

respondents shared her experience of  
violence as follows:

Other customers take you and say that 
there is no money. If  you insist and say, ‘give 
me my money’, he picks a knife. There was 
one who took me to his house and did that 
to me. I do not know his name, but I know 
his house

Most of  the girls who die do so because 
sex work has become very risky in Gulu. 
Yesterday, they killed one of  us at the 
Custom Corner. We went and saw her. 
They broke her neck. They found an ID 
(Identity Card) and a wallet at the scene. 
It was picked, and the owner of  the ID was 
traced

was higher than that in Kampala. 

not all the experiences were negative. 

friendlier, and good to the sex 

afford to visit good private clinics.  

reported were few in comparison, 
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The pleasurable nature of 
sex work

so long as we negotiate (Natasha 22, 
Kampala).

Kawomera: 
Kakumikila:  I am sweet.
Namazzi:

Ndibesa: 

fair transactions in a safe space.  

Demeaning and derogative 
discourses associated with 
sex work
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. In Kampala, 

the police, and their reason was that 

the police of  coercion and of  getting 
sex in exchange for not charging or 

earlier.
Malaya/ Alaya
Musubuzi 

penises
Kiteleke 

Nalwewuba –

Nsangayo
Aguu 
Apoli
Agoo 

Apoli 

10.

who has failed to get married, and a 

of  goods that most people will not 

a Musubuzi 
penises.

Conclusion 

emphasise the social conditions (class 
position) which drive some women 

 Apoli Apoli Camo Poto is a song that was derived from 

at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=daHtAUJj0LI
 In the original folk dance song, Apoli is a sly, beautiful 

animal that was notorious for feeding on the crops of 
farmers.  In the lyrics, the farmer wonders how such a 
beautiful animal can be so destructive to crops.  In the 
rap lyrics, Apoli eats money; the Apoli of Kampala wears 
trousers like men and can chew money so badly from 
their victims.
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ignore the existence of  gendered 

examples of  some of  these gendered 

from all forms of  economic, 

those who are forced to go into the 

than as empowered women in charge 

difference in the perception of  sex 

position where social realities inform 
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