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Introduction 

given the space and time limitations. 

and academic career?  What was his 

other academic papers and articles 

scholars at different moments in 

of  oral interviews, while a list of  the 

career 

Early life, family and education 
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dissertation, ‘Christian Eschatology in 
Relation to the Evangelisation of  Tribal 
Africa’, was of  seminal importance 

served as a parish priest in England 

to him, leading him to write and 
Mutunga na Ngewa 

Yake
short stories, and an English-Kamba 
Vocabulary

as Akamba Stories

(eNotes Study Guide 
Article

theologian, and a collector and 

Western technological civilisation) 

eNotes Study Guide 
Article

man, drawing on this personal practical 
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marriage, incorporating traditional 

eNotes Study 
Guide Article

where his professional and academic 

Mbiti’s times as an academic 
staff and leader at Makerere 
University: professional and 
academic career development

professional and academic career 

.

2

set a high standard of  scholarship 

the department to another level. 

of  conferences, visited schools and 

and papers on different occasions.  

  

phenomenal.
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African 
Religions and Philosophy

prevalent in the academic world and 

of  scholars.

training of  staff  to higher academic 

research papers and other academic 

28 occasional research papers, and 
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Rome, writing:

2020) as follows:

perceive themselves as well as their 

mediator, mentor, missiologist, parent,  

preacher, priest, professor, promoter, 
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comprehensive description of  a 

Mbiti’s view of  African religious 
life – as integrated, whole, and all-
embracing – made non-conformists 
seem to be opponents of  good order. 
It made divisions of  principle 

By drawing attention to the unity 
that underneath outward diversity, 
Professor Mbiti’s work offered a 
theological rationale to religious 
consolidation.

academic accomplishments, as 
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ones, as others went into exile in the 

pleased with this news. In response, 
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The curriculum addressed different 
aspects of  the scholarly work in which 
Prof. Mbiti was engaged. There was 
a unit on ‘African Concepts of  
God’; another on ‘Spirits and the 

Spirit World in Africa’; and a third 
on ‘The Meeting of  Christianity 
with African Religion and Culture

were common and shared across 

that:

and convened in several provinces 

on and interactions with Revealed 

In the provinces, where the said 
seminar was convened, government 

and agree at the same time, which is 
the essence of  academic engagement 
or interface. 
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initiated a travelling seminar called 

and convened in several provinces 

an accomplished writer and translator 

New Testament Eschatology in 
an African Background,

Traditional Religions
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(Peterson, seminar 
presentation at MISR February 2020). 

in light of  teaching, research, and 

The Teaching of African 
Traditional Religions

African Traditional 
Religion and Philosophy in 1969. 
was 

Concepts of  God in Africa 
1970, Love and Marriage in Africa 1973, 
and Introduction to African Religion 1975. 

other staff  in the department, as 

clear explanations made complex 
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Research and Publication 

Religions

philosopher, writer, and ordained 

2022),
Mbiti published over 400 articles, 

reviews, and books on theology, 
religion, philosophy, and literature. 
In all these, Africa remained the 
center and context of  his academic 
scholarship

African Religions and 
Philosophy Introduction to African 
Religion Concepts of  God 

in Africa 4

The Prayers of  African Religion
Love and Marriage in Africa
Prayer and Spirituality in African Religion 

African Proverbs

in the world of  academia, a mentor 

and scholars of  all times and places. 

one of  them too. In this paper, we 
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perspective has fostered a more 

researchers to engage with local 

of  scholars and researchers to explore 

proliferation of  academic programs 

religions.

African Religions and 
Philosophy (1969)

I also thank the publishers 
(Heinemann Press) very heartily, for 
promoting the book, for facilitating 
its translation into other languages 
and for asking to have a new edition 
of  it published. It is amazing to 
think that the original manuscript 
was rejected by several other 
publishers before being accepted by 
the current publisher
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to an academic discipline, which 

of  women in religion and the potential 

him, following his death at the age 

Concepts of God in Africa (1970)

‘‘For Mbiti, it was essential that 
African religions be grasped 
systematically. In Kampala, he 
offered regular lectures to young 
priests-in-training on the subject 
“Traditional Religion and 
Christianity
was an aspect of  his larger 

2020).
Concepts of  God in Africa
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desire to inform his readership 

In this and other related 

An Analysis and Evaluation of  John S. 
Mbiti’s Theological Evaluation of  African 
Traditional Religion 

at once,  transcendent and intervening 
and involved in the affairs of  men 

Religion is to the Africans an 
ontological phenomenon that 
pertains to the question of  existence 
or being.”  “For him, therefore, and 
for the larger community of  which 
he is part, to live is to be caught 
up in a religious drama. This is 
fundamental, for it means that 
man lives in a religious universe.” 
“Africans have their own ontology, 
but it is a religious ontology, and to 
understand their religions, we must 
penetrate it

Introduction to African Religion 
(1975)
In the colonial context referred 

An 
Introduction to African Religion, 1975
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An Introduction to African 
Religion:

to the Western worldview, where life 
is dissected and compartmentalised, 

religion and life, rather than the  

African Religions in Western scholarship 

Concepts of  God in Africa, 
as well as several others, as mentioned 

all this was Transition Magazine, edited 

highlights that:

whose East African Rebels

 
History of  the Southern Luo

and all of  them saw themselves as 
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responded to the priorities of  the 

and since we are, therefore I 

own religion, and to emphasise this 

primitive, demonic, and evil, and 

of  Transition Magazine
a political scientist who was also the 
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platform, with these scholars, 

area, as well. 

deserve mentioning. For example, in 
The New Testament 

Eschatology

philosophies in French and German 

religion.

and an accomplished academic, 

accomplished scholars, with whom he 

and contemporaries came from 

Religion and some other disciplines, 

and professor, as well as the owner 
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among several others.

leads one into a deep moment of  

and practices, which were viewed as 

and scholarship, were indeed great. 

short period in which some of  these 

leadership of  the department from 
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King at a time when it was still in 

that was engaged in real academic 

referred to as part of  scholarship 

mentees, contemporaries, readers of  

relatives.  

scholars, teachers, and researchers 

African 
Religions and Philosophy



Volume 16, No. 1, June 2024

John Mbiti’s Legacy on Teaching, Research, and Publication in African Traditional Religion at MAK       43     

colonialists and missionaries with 
tools to improve their methods. In 

was no different from those of  

Conclusion

in the domain of  scholarship, was 

to cover it all with this single paper. 

exceptional scholar who, with his 

main philosophical and theological 

African Religions and Philosophy. 
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exposed the complex relationship 
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