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Introduction 

is intended gather evidence on 

range from medicine, engineering, 

for research has varied interests. 

anthropological research in terms 

period when a lot of  anthropological 

colonial administrative agents and 
their local representatives. It also 

as an academic discipline, started later 

when teaching and research in social 

From the onset, the interest in 
social anthropological research in 

the colonial era, anthropologists were 

. 
coloniser dominated the research 
agenda, and in essence, controlled 

that were primitive and often isolated 
or savages whom the ethnographer 
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“it is not a matter of  
dispute that social anthropology developed as 
a distinctive discipline at the beginning of  

academic profession towards its close, or 
that throughout this period its efforts were 
devoted to a description and analysis–carried 
out by Europeans for a European audience 
– of  non-European societies dominated by 
European power” .

research formed the centre of  
imperialistic western powers, with 

which was later to serve the interests 

The African Survey1

referred to as the Hailey Effect. For 

of  the peoples of  the colonies, 

 An African 
Survey: A Study of  Problems arising in Africa South of  the 
Sahara was a report originally published in 1938 by the Royal 
Institute of  International Affair,
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information derived from archival 

for proposals, research reports, 

colonial period, the independence 

is to explore in whose interest is the 
anthropological research is done and 

is important to note that the discipline 

scholars trace it as far as the time of  

th

from the earliest time, in this case, the 

UK Varsity Agrees to Return 
Stolen Colonial Era Artifact to Uganda’. 

stolen artifacts from colonial times 

as Mayembe
2. Whether 

description of  colonial anthropologist. 

2 https://www.herald.co.zw/uk-varsity-agrees-to-return-
stolen-colonial-era-artefacts-to-uganda/#:~:text=The%20
University%20o 
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collected anthropological materials 

following ethical standards . Roscoe 

The Baganda: 
An Account of  Their Native Customs and 
Beliefs (1911), The Northern Bantu: An 
Account of  Some Central African Tribes 
of  the Uganda Protectorate (1915), and 
Twenty-Five Years of  East Africa (1921). 

reference for the colonial state. In 

the missionaries had the land, and 

needed an ethnographic explanation 

organisations of  the different ethnic 

this methodological competence 

people, he discovered a method 
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entitled: 
(1922

help inform colonial imperial policies. 

An African People 
in the Twentieth Century (1934). 

was concerned with social change, 
governance and politics in colonial 

The Protection of  Minorities (1928), 
Native Policies in Africa (1936) and 
Welfare in the British Colonies (1944). 

and moral aspects of  the colonial 
African systems 

of  governance in sub-Saharan Africa. It 
was written by a team of  scholars, including 
Lucy Mair and Audrey Richards, who 

the war. The experience convinced him[...] 
that anthropology could play an important 
role in informing development policies 
(Hailey 1944:72) and … the post-war 
reconstruction of  Britain led to plans for 
the building of  a new ‘welfare state’. At 

began to develop an ambitious blueprint for 
a new ‘developmental’ empire to complement 
domestic reconstruction plans. Known as 
the Colonial Development and Welfare 
(CDaW) Act, this major piece of  legislation 
was passed in 1940, and sought to 
transform and revitalize the British colonial 
state (Butler 1991, 1999, as cited in Mills 
2005:69).

sent to start a social science research 
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researchers received grants and several 

a) 

East 
African Chiefs 

was related to colonial interests. 

gaps, local areas that needed 

noted that: 

By the end of  the 1940s, a huge 
volume of  social research had been 
commissioned by the CSSRC, much of  
which was published by the government 
in its extensive Colonial Research 
Series. Ethnographic work in Africa 
included research on land tenure in 
Nigeria by Charles Meek (1957), in 
Zanzibar by John Middleton (1961), 
and in Basutoland by Vernon Sheddick 
(1954); work on native administration 
in Northern Rhodesia by Bill Epstein 
(1953) and Nyasaland by Lucy Mair 
(1952); and on the social organisation 
of  the Nandi by George Huntingford 
(1950), the Hausa by M.G. Smith 
(1955), the Acholi by Frank Girling 
(1960) and the Tiv by Paul Bohannan 
(1954) (Mills 2005:87).
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Bantu 
bureaucracy: A Century of  Political 
Evolution among the Basoga of  Uganda 
(1965). 

c) 

his doctoral thesis entitled Alur 
Society: A Study in Processes and Types 
of  Domination (1956)

Townsmen in 
the Making: Kampala and its Suburbs 

economic activities in Kampala.

4. It is therefore 

and or anthropological research 

5

4 
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in point was the creation of  the 

the colonies with imperial interests. 

as an academic discipline. It is 
The extensive collections 

of  anthropological Africana in Deering 
Library will be broadened by the acquisition 
of  works dealing with other aspects of  the 
African scene, especially periodicals and 
government reports. A faculty and advanced 
graduate interdepartmental seminar will be 

instituted to provide for an integrated attack 

of  present-day Africa. It is planned to 
invite Africanists working in anthropology, 
economics, education, geography, missions, 
politics, and public health to discuss before 
the seminar the aspects of  African life 

providing Africanist work in other schools 
and departments of  the University (Notes 
and News: The American Anthropologist 
1949:170).
several other programs concerning 

research are grants, Engaged research 
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grants, Wadsworth International 

research materials considered of  

discipline and who have the potential 

Current Anthropology 
Current 

Anthropology

and even interviews. 

anthropological interest that range 

Nordiska Afrikainstitutet 

Africa-Europe Group for 
Interdisciplinary Studies which is centres 

In Denmark, there has been the 
ENRECA - Enhancement of  Research 
Capacity project which started in the 
mid-1990s at Makerere sponsored by 
DANIDA. Through ENRECA, 
several PhDs in anthropology were trained 
mainly by the University of  Copenhagen 

 

Anthropological Research 

To date
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and Research (Kunnskapsdepartementet). 

of  whom now have positions within 

within the departments of  social 

Decolonisation 
Anthropological Research

from colonial epistemologies and 
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control of  the powers that set the 
methodological and theoretical 
traditions, which aimed at controlling 

some cases research agendas seem 

decolonisation agenda.

does not deserve the representation 

the attention of  the coloniser. 
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new methodologies, ontologies, 

8

research agenda was committed to 

noted earlier, Western epistemologies 
and Western scholars had dominated 

anthropologist and imperialists 

 

Conclusion

in coherence of  anthropological 

research agenda remained a preserve 

for research that is in the national 

anthropological research, will remain 
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