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Introduction
In his article, On Being an African, 

, 

range for social cohesion. 

an important factor in the politics 
of  recognition at all levels of  

all the same (
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tracing of  the root of  the word 

on this, all of  which point to the 

to have called the continent 

aprica
aphrike

coast of  the continent, which 
was, in effect, regarded as a 

are also said to have called the 

Afriga
Afrigs

extended, it was in reference to the 

the people from the continent, with 

the concept, which have evolved over 

assigned meanings and the factors 
informing the meanings. 

the inferior other (savage) at the 
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the Western anthropological gaze 

experiences that most people with 

this case, and aspirations to overcome 

real and imagined commonalities. 

draws its generic ascription from 

where racial politics was convenient, 

of  their overwhelming difference from 

racial differentiation as an imperial 

that the different strands of  socialism 

generic reference to ‘traditional 
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one is and not as a limitation. In this 

steer clear of  the vestiges of  negative 

each other in their imaginations and 

there is a passionate attachment 

and is relegated to the rear. For some 

into which I was socialised, I have 

is one of  those cases that demonstrate 

in Problems of  Philosophy
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people1

2

 

their home, and are committed to the 

. 

rhetoric  

their implicational extensions in 

over time, and demonstrate the 
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3

attempts that we have so far had at 

different things in different settings 

are selected in view of  their general 

I 

 Vi

do not aim at providing an alternative 

concept, ba nansangwa,

different forms, often depending 

2002). In some cases, as with most of  
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attachments to the soil (homelands) 

and demanding for more citizenship 

proclaimed to hold the same 

claiming more than others (strangers).  

that each people have their own places 

and Rule
one that:

native and the 
citizen 
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factors: their color and a 

the racial interpretation is at the 

soil or sharing the same color 

attendant claims in order to protect 
itself  from threats from other 

perceptions of  the experiences, 

those who are in and those who 

resistance to colonial domination. 
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elements that are themselves given. 

along the process of  consolidating 

The case of Ali Mazrui and Wole 
Soyinka

The 
Africans: A Triple Heritage

,
nativist thesis and its shortcomings. 
I will dwell on it at some length to 

we, black 
Africans with no hang-ups ...’ with the 



Volume 16, No. 1, June 2024

128        Mawazo, Vol. 16, No. 1, June 2024 

life. What mattered was that he or she 

insists:

we who have listened to him 

lineage have a right to refer to it 

also have migrated from somewhere 
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clearer that appealing to race to 

the sin of  

in some section of  their ancestral 

on what I have called cosmopolitan 

 

speech (I am an African

on the occasion of  its adoption 
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did not come at their wish. 

4, some 
prima 

facie 

From

or her hosts to the conditions that led 

of  them have resisted change towards 

home where it is within their means.

of  their parents and grandparents. 

identities have distorted the notion of  

st

the continent cannot afford to ignore 

of  reverse racism here. Whereas 
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citizenship in terms of  race, with 
the settlers as citizens and natives 

The case of Africans of Indian 
origin

mind, among others, the often emotive 

Indians

criterion itself  and its generalisation 

when their economic prospects in 

too collapses when we consider that 

attach to places that cannot provide 
for their existential needs, for some, 

home. 

remaining in close attachment to their 
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. 

minds of  some of  them. 

government had proposed to give 

followed, one of  the chants was ‘go 

 as the 44th 

Indians, said: 

5.

 
nativist delineation of  access to 
certain citizenship privileges on 

listed, considering those that had 

to stand for president, at least one 

enhancing citizenship within a nativist 
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from their place of  origin. 
In this politics of  recognition, it 

and do not even allow intermarriage 

something more to prove in order 

relationships are referred to as 

conditio sine qua non 

Conclusion

itself  in the face of  new realities 

possession of  ethnic homelands 

one legitimate reason or another, fall 

phenomena of  migration and 
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to political needs at different points 

is that the concept of  citizenship, 
in its spatial reference, is narrower 

politics of  recognition, one can 

For other races whose origins is 



Who is an African? Rethinking the Identity in View of Changing Realities       135     

Volume 16, No. 1, June 2024

more complicated with increased 

accommodate the diverse expressions  

neocolonial commonalities, and 

in its invitation to appreciate the 

in conventional notions of  

inherent in nativist and cosmopolitan 

changing realities of  the continent.
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