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Introduction

means to social law, order, and 

disorder, violence, and crime on 

colonial social disorder, violence, and 

representative political regimes has 

address this theoretical impasse, this 

What are the intricacies in modern 

trace the roots of  social disorder, it 

mechanisms with modern law and 
explored three colonial laws.

which attempted to address the critical 

violence, and crime were on the rise 

social control in the colonial era, and 

the impact of  colonial and modern 
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personal experiences of  respondents 

reports and colonial administration 

conversations on crime and deviant 

processes and impacts of  the two 

among respondents with relevant 

effective narration of  oral tradition 

data from personal interviews with 

Conceptualising Crime and 
Criminality in Africa

criminality

people, to whom the colonisers 

of  interdependent relationships and 

theorists have failed to address the 
role of  law in modernisation which 

to explain crime, the theorists have 
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Crime and law 

those proceedings”, and an act of  
commission, omission, and possession 

"crime is a phenomenon of  organised 

is positive and not negative in the 

created offences nor made criminals 

presence of  colonial legal and state 

that it had the effect of  distorting 

law, and has its roots in colonialism. 

colonised people, disconnecting them 
from their histories, their landscapes, 

modern settings. 

control mechanisms. Whereas state 
laws are made in the interest of  
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deterrent to crime, and an attempt to 

force in the protectorate at that time 

power of  an alien state and part of  

criminal minds, and who in an attempt 
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her trade, protect her commercial 

power, prestige, and philanthropic 

had registered more crime and social 
disorder.  

the common English law while the 

origin are ignored or seen as irrelevant 

independence did not mean an 

colonial state adopted colonial law 
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something that colonialism created as 

is regarded as a social period 

invocation of  ghosts rather than 

social ordering.

Reconciliation and healing of  

restorative and emphasising social 

restoring relations with the living, 
dead, and the gods, as sin and offense 

antecedent in the person of  ancestors 
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those closest in age to their ancestors, 

the offense, and social relations. 

and imparting moral teaching to the 

clan elders to mediate and reconcile 

instilling morals and social deterrence 

existed.

the law on traditional dance, and 

periods and their impact on social 
order.

certain acts. 

colonies to the English law and 
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a new era of  administration in West 

from the clan heads or prominent 

th

natives while the common English 

the complexities and criminalising 

English laws as the natives followed 

Uganda creating crime, offences, and 

meaning attaching to them in English 

implementation and enforcement of  
the colonial law.

and all matters in Uganda (Laws of  
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law and criminalising of  aspects of  

and strengthening social cohesion. 
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mission station as an agent of  change, 
disseminated, and implemented the 

a tool for economic exploitation and 
coercion.
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the local gin to the Uganda Waragi 

economic independence.   

songs were tools for imparting moral 

cohesion. Dances were organised 
after the completion of  the harvest, at 

was restricted to clans with whom 

to develop intimate relations which 

th
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strengthening the enforcement of  the 

aimed to maximise the appropriation 

profess, maintain and, promote 

with songs praising the president. 

was moved from the open arena to 
indoor theatres and halls giving it an 
economic attachment, a shift from the 

colonialism.
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homicide depended on the motive of  

(fratricide) or mother (matricide), and 

was accepted with the approval of  
the elders as it was regarded as a 

marital relations were allowed with 

ancestral spirits and the gods for 

code was enacted with minor local 
adaptations to interpret the criminal 
law, offences, and the associated 

set precedents for legal decisions, 
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relations are not restored. Despite 

reconciliation and restoration of  

mechanisms of  administering 

Discussion

creation of  new laws and crimes which 

of  nationalism was criminalised. 

colonial administration and the 

created, colonialism, and state law 

offenses and crimes, and sanctions 

social control mechanisms and it 
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common meaning of  law and 

than the people. Law therefore in its 

of  domination and oppression of  

state law, often complementing and 

as partial and within a local context 

modern mechanisms of  maintaining 

mechanism was limited to acts that 

states adopted the notion of  crime 

there was no provision for the word 

gods, and God the creator. 



130        Mawazo, Vol. 15, No. 1, June 2023

Vol. 15, No. 1&2, December 2022

Conclusion

mode of  law to control, dominate 

increase in crime and social disorder 

criminalising acts that in their original 

its roots in modern law while in the 
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