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Introduction

in the precolonial period. 

people who are reported to have lived 

time then moved westwards to the 

extent that there is an astonishing 

visited the region and that offered 

peoples in different parts of  east and 
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Ethnic Conflicts involving 
the Lwo in East Africa

to live with relatives in Uganda in 

eased. 

had arrived in town and 
disgorged soldiers who then 
went from home to home in the 
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opinion of  some politicians in Uganda 

whether the person was a Ugandan 

and speech pattern that was prevalent 

its immediate aftermath.
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no class distinction among them.

there are organised chiefdoms 

none exercising colonial or imperial 

th 

nd

matter went viral. 

Wachi 
ane matie machieni
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Kenya 
Today

Kenya 
Today

th

negative comments similar to those 

Ethnicity in Pre-colonial 
Uganda

central, and some parts of  eastern 

several centralised chiefdoms none 

to dominate another. For this reason, 
the chiefdoms remained small in 

and each of  the clans had lineages 
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and political organisations 

the same lineage, clan, chiefdom, and 

that were the same as the chiefdoms 

some of  the principalities were 

colonial Uganda rivalled each other 

however, regarded themselves as one 

while the Batooro preferred and 
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centralised societies and their 

societies of  northern Uganda was 

with whom one was at good terms. 
When the British overpowered the 

to hide in northern Uganda. Rwot 

identities more rigid and 

insensitive to the feelings of  their 

administrators in northern Uganda 



Ethnicised Politics and the Changing Lwo Identity in Eastern Africa: A Case of the Acholi of Uganda   9

Vol. 14, No. 2, Decemer 2020

hostile and oppressive. 

Ethnicity under British 
Colonial Rule

the genesis of  ethnicised politics 

the case of  Uganda, the different 

the British remained on good terms 

administrators hence eliciting the 

colonial administrators from among 

reward the Baganda for cooperating 
with the British arising from the 

other agreements the British signed 
with different societies of  Uganda.
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northern Uganda and this opened 
another chapter in the politics of  

schools, roads, telephone services, 
police posts, among others. 

With time, this lopsided 
development set the peoples of  the 
less developed regions against those 

politics is ethnicised and ethnic 

political formations whose 

the resisting chiefs of  the Uganda 
protectorate were imprisoned in 

instance was incarcerated in a prison 

the British, was a safe place where 

enterprises, factories, tea estates, 
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from northern Uganda were often 

from northern Uganda to the extent 

independent 

that he received limited allegiance 

appealed to the Baganda as national 

the colonial government accorded the 

leaders of  Uganda while the people 

from northern Uganda since those 

people.

Today’s Image of  the Acholi
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one visited the towns of  Uganda 

examples. 

people. Even when independence 

from the citizens whose lives and 

categorisation to sow seeds of  

opposition, against the government 

challenged the government of  
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politics of  Uganda that made the 

extreme. 

real name, said that when he was 

maiden speech as the organisations 
regional manager.

residents often reminded her and 

were made to change the name of  the 

national leader who hails from the 
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relative to central and western Uganda. 

the people of  northern Uganda.

damaging ethnic categorisations, 

Uganda and that the British colonial 
government had little to consider 

and inferior order and its people 

from what British administrators and 

did the British prefer them to other 

commander of  the operation in 
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th 

soldiers for the crimes committed 

against them.

politicians who wanted to wrestle 

Earlier Image of  the Acholi
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section.

impression is not different that of  

and came to meet me riding on 

(chief) of  a people now considered 

emerged after independence.
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interference and the historical 

reasons for these grievances hinge on 
loss of  lives of  loved ones, loss of  

article.

Conclusion

that ethnicised politics in Uganda 

forces, competition for national 
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northern Uganda as presented in this 

politicians and scholars have stated, 

help to shed light on how damaging 
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