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Introduction

 

among the reasons for the reverence 

widow explained:

strengthen the life of  peace and 

as part of  his commitment to peace, 

Kwa hiyo ninashukuru kwamba 
taasisi ambayo imeanzishwa ili 
kulinda na kudumisha Amani, 
Umoja na Maendeleo ya Watu Wote 
Barani Afrika; pia ina malengo 
ya kuhamasisha watu wa taasisi 
mbalimbali kujifunza na kutafakari 
juu ya Afrika hizi

and development of  all people 

learn and reason on these ideas.) 

his motives for waging war despite his 



80        Mawazo, Vol. 14, No. 2, December 2020

Vol. 14, No. 2, December 2020

“Ubwite bwa Kagera”
War of  Kagera). 

the nation, and as a hero who defeated 

2

from Kagera where the Kagera War 

2 

despite some slight differences 

the people and their locations in 

his involvement in the Kagera War. 

in the Kagera War, as perceived in 
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written words as well as in an ample 

point of  view.

approach examines the process 

device to examine modern political 

ideologies. 
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comprehension of  the reasons for 

of  comprehending local perceptions 

Nyerere and the Kagera 
War in the Banyakyusa 
Myth

contentions, in general, associate the 

his decisions were right.

Kagera War. 

the war, the warm welcome, which 
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are short and each tells of  a single 

to transform himself  into different 

peace despite his involvement in the 

War. 

dish

dish)
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throwing ugwakisige kimo (the one with 
ugwalobe lumo (the one 

war against him. From verse twelve 

great grandparents held a meeting 

his/her mother 

his/her head has increased the 

najumo

those reasons (as the narrator states 

and he ran mad. 

Nyerere, bho twukwiitawala gwalondaga 

nalondoga 
abandu

Remaining with trees and grass as 
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mbilike

he had accepted the call of  his people 
who wanted him to declare war 

atulile ikitabu kyake biblia abikile 
mumpiki mwa mwamwembe

against his faith to protect his people 

Kagera

river on Kagera road

determination to protect his people. 
…ndumigwe ni ikisu”

 
“Ngakete abhandu bhangu” 

Abanyafyale 
(chiefs) and Amafumu

him to protect his people. 

etatagwe! 
Abhandu bangu unne!”

denotes the pain that he felt over 

his people in the Kagera region, and 
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the last verse, the different war tactics 

bakalimenye 
ukuti Nyerere nnuguna gwa Jesu ntubatiko

kokuti unna alijomalija 
umpapa Jesu

Kawawa (former prime minister 

who did not have a direct connection 

Po apa 
Nyerere atile “komaga kangi komaga

komaga kangi 
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komaga (shoot then shoot) in that 

mpaka 
naulu

harm his government. Following his 

ngimba abhagwise bankulile imbepo Idi 
Amin

imbepo
bhankulile imbepo 

ngimba at the 

 all evils that 
was doing

to

was doing in Uganda and later in 

tufwile tata gwe nzanaki gwe 
mwafrika

gwimikege ingwego ni ndusu

ndi 
nkilisiti”



88        Mawazo, Vol. 14, No. 2, December 2020

Vol. 14, No. 2, December 2020

his people and cooperated with them in 

people he loved and needed for the 

polishes his image as a leader who 
devoted himself  and his leadership to 
the life and defence of  his people. 

government policies, and win factional 

strengthen certain political ideologies 

as leaders and that certain things 

we are told that on arrival in Kagera, 

ilopa
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kumanga 
gake alipelengenye ukuja kajuni

apulwike mpaka kwisilya ku nsebo 

phrase kumanga gake

of  his nation. 

overcoming challenges in order to 

:

ubusisya

Wilson indicate that the recreation 

(amanga

contentions, the representation of  

danger.

himself/herself  into something 
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ima 
papapo uju ikukana ubwite
this person is opposing the war) in 

uju (this person) 

as an advocate of  peace, despite his 

bakalimenye ukuti Nyerere nnuguna gwa 
Jesu ntubatiko

kokuti 
unna alijomalija umpapa Jesu

wanted to protect his people, and that 

this was his personal wish, despite 
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deaths of  innocent people. Regardless 

the poem raises an emotional appeal 

Alinkutumbula akatege kala
Ngimba alimo umwana gwa nsungu
----

child)
umwana gwa nsungu (the 

songa 
mbele watoto, mimi niko nyuma

to the war. Whereas the word watoto 

soldiers, the phrase mimi niko nyuma 

the word watoto (children) presents 

soldiers:
Mimi nina mfagio
Mkishindwa nitaongoza mbele
Mfuate mfagio wa kufagilia
----

mfagio

umwana gwa nsungu (the white 

Ugandans who had welcomed 
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and others people of  the region. 

others) from the aggressive actions 

Conclusion 

involvement in the war among 

war to save and to protect his people. 

who hesitated to declare war and to 

enhances his standing as a leader who 
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were safe and protected. 
determination to protect the life of  
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