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Introduction

land rather than a reserve for animals. 

districts.2

contestations received high media 

media3 and researchers weighed in 

2 

3 

). 

as follows: 

position men as the land owners, 
women presented as mere land 

is our land”. 
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marginalisation, helplessness, and 

need for a critical appreciation of  the 

concerned. 

on legalistic aspects of  protecting 

denies women, children, or persons 

the overall developmentalist twist in 

parcel of  the patronage politics which 
infantilizes women and removes them 

4 waters down the 

women as citizens with entitlements 

4  

the law.
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which men and women negotiate 
different entitlements to land over 
time. Far from the oft mentioned 

either friction or resistance and hence 

of  gender relations to land.

stripping, the proposition of  this 

rather orthodox perspective of  rights 

Methodology

to the perspective as:

discredited theories on land 

traditional norms and practices that 

and femininities and how these 
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women and men organise, interpret 

experiences drawing on the past to 
moderate the present with regard 

disposal among other rights.

registration drive and to interrogate 
the implications of  the government 

conversations, the research was 

within the context of  marriage. 

rather loose comparative perspective 

has maintained a relative presence, 

land as well as a strong heir

intended to facilitate the sharing 

experiences with regard to how 

of  land, land transfer and disposal 

and discover from women and men 
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informant interviews at district and 
national levels. 

to generalization even of  the 

to recreate and legitimate patriarchal 

land rights in this regard, deserves 
more attention than it has attracted 
so far. 

For this reason, all respondents 

Uganda and elsewhere.

Women’s Land Rights and 
Customary Land Tenure: 
An Enigma or an Under-
theorised Life Experience? 

seen as legitimate claims to land and 

reversion. 

spanning from informal to formal 

associated with land, for example, 
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interests while the latter rights are 

this sense therefore, land rights are 

legitimate claims to land and the 

complete rights (often referred to as 

 

access and control.

extensive engagement with the 

 

women. What changes in the land 

divorce… and death… land 

for managing it, in the role of  

themselves into owners, in 
the process disenfranchising 
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movement are that women do not 
own land. 

these lived experiences and dominant 

even the few spaces of  contestation 

this case, the freezing of  complex 

that compensation is often made to 
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terrain. 

of  access and control. Recognition 

instead allocated and sanctioned or 

and men interact with each other 

management practices which are 

and the existence of  women as legal 

with sporadic notions of  norms and 

manifestations. 

manage, and transfer land. For 
example, while most of  the land in 

mailo
most of  the land holdings in the 

shared commonalities amongst the 
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Rukiga: Men, Marriage and 
Collective Ownership of  
‘Family Land’

context within which land was 

men and women participants recalled 
okutekyesa amahega’ 

– 

the onset of  marriage. Amahega is the 

Okutekyesa 

women into ideal notions of  manhood 
and womanhood as well as a social 

land to male children on the onset 

Okutekyesa amahega

her children 

for women and their children in an 

narrates her experience of  this 
practice:

land (ekibira

relationship with land in Kigezi 

land as a social context within which 
marriage relations, gender division 
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develop her part of  the land as 
she pleased. Where the man 

piece of  land on which to grow 
food for her children. When the 
man and his wife grew older, 

amongst the sons leaving a piece 

to land and the traditional gender 

expected roles of  providing food to 

in a traditional gender division of  

females to avoid its sale, is also noted 

piece of  land from what the man had 

piece of  land was often referred to as 
Eitaka lyengaragazi.5 

and foremost given to the sons and 
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or women inherited/owned land 

different from men 

to females, land that families wished to 

simply 

maintained, legitimised and passed 

Kayunga: Layered Men’s 
Control and Women’s Right to 
Land 

nonetheless, have different forms 

ownership) within which rights to 

women negotiate their rights to 

marriage relationships. Women and 

participants noted: 

While this narrated experience points 

over women  owned land 

inherited from their maiden homes) is 

appeal for assistance from the 
researchers. 

Kigezi, women also shared similar 
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fear associated with feminine power 
that comes with ownership of  land 

otherwise perceived as transgressive 

attainment of  hegemonic power 

aspirations of  hegemonic forms of  

cases where land selling (converting 

land inherited from their parents and 

manage and dispose of  land points 

Ekijja

which women owned, managed, 

ebijja) 

Ekijja

Olujja
Olujja 

is perceived as the front view/space 

olujja (good, 
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Ekijja Ebijja. 

it is often allocated collectively to girls 

stigma associated with Ekijja, the idea 
of  allocating it to women instead of  

Women are not given the same 

small piece of  land where the dead 

on women with regard to land as a 

women rather than men for fear of  
the latter selling it off, is something 

ebijja. 
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Amuru: Marriage and Clan 
Power in Community Land 
Access

who owns land, we have the clan 

diminishing 

dimensions. For example, a 
married woman who is living 

leading to separation then 
that right over land ends.

when a man marries a woman, 

she is given land to till and this 

her children and she passes on 

law who gives the land to the 

to feed her children and this 

called for a meeting regarding 

Tekwaro pa Acholi mon pe ki twero 
pa ngom kwaro

ngom pa kwaro 
wa

as a collective asset and no clan or 

from generation to generation and 
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allocated a portion of  land which has 

interview with one of  the women 
leaders in the area, she intimated that 

arrests. When the women stepped 

terms of  engagement and stripped 

less a new view not rooted in what has 

framed in terms of  who owns land at 

Picture 1. Women in leadership: Defence of  community land
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Beyond Widowhood: Women, 
Men and Nested Family Land

concern has led to the creation of  

front, the idea of  women inheriting 

was noted as a common practice 

rights to land when his wife dies and 

after the death of  their wives tends 

participants raise complexities with 

Male Respondent 1: Even men have 

he has the land which he inherited 
from his father and the other which 

Male Respondent 2

Researcher

land, gives land to the woman to till it.
Male Respondent 3: Women got 

to have it.

Male Respondent 1

land.

Male Respondent 1
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agree.
Male Respondent 1

and control land and that on the 

in privileged positions regarding land 
ownership. 

loses his wife, he has the land which 
he inherited from his father and the 

that men face in recent times – is 

in which participants had presented 
men as having control over land as 

. 

from the conversations was the whole 

which stretches its tentacles to affect 

of  motherhood. 

starting from the hearth – amahega.

that women have on their children 

when she is still alive the children visit 
the village home more often. 
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the control of  the late wife and her 

go to the extent of  demanding that if  

children are not close to their father. 

land parcels) when their wives were 
still alive.

Conclusion

of  rights, lived and experienced. With 

not own land.” 

patriarchal domination as it presents 
itself  in the realm of  land rights. 

generalist notions of  gender relations 
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