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Introduction

the different historical periods of  

period to the present. While the article 

Uganda, it refers to policies where the 

the meanings and implications of  

experts were interviewed with a view 

interest in Kiswahili. 

implementation has either promoted 

Kiswahili, despite several policies 
for its promotion and development 

then, colonial governments and the 

have each made attempts toward 
the promotion and development of  

all the efforts made so far have not 

the promotion and development of  

perspective.

Methodology
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information from participants 
and, this therefore, reinforces the 

of  data collection, in addition to 

get the emotions attached to the 

positioned as a phenomenological 

with regard to the promotion and 

on Kiswahili within the context of  

interpretive paradigm located this 

world in which we live. 

involved perform them in the context 

expert participants were engaged 

Theoretical Orientation: 
The Historical Structural 
Model of  Language Policy 
and Planning 
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policies. 

legitimate or affect these policies. 

research and the importance of  

position of  Kiswahili in Uganda 

Historicising Kiswahili and 
language policy in Uganda.

Kiswahili in Uganda has evolved, 

and the policies that have shaped its 

policies across the different periods 
epochs of  time in Uganda. 

to show the economic importance 

the colonial policies on Kiswahili 

affected Kiswahili promotion and 

section.

Kiswahili in the Pre-colonial 
Period: 1843-1894

interaction in trade with the people 
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the gospels (Voice of  Uganda

evangelisation shows that Kiswahili 

transforming their speech from 
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themselves (Voice of  Uganda

its central position of  power and 

Kiswahili in the Colonial 
Period: 1894-1962
Following the declaration of  Uganda 

 English was seen to 

and international cooperation. 

Uganda noted:

of  the government of  Uganda 

people will not spend a larger 

not with teaching another 

is altogether strange. Yes, if  

address ignored the fact that none 

if  English had the potential, as an 

Voice of  Uganda

to pass examinations within one 
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English. 

campaigned against Kiswahili 

raw deal (Voice of  Uganda

the importance in the promotion 

colonial administrators as one of  the 

elevating the position of  Kiswahili. 

protectorate government had passed 

however, dismissed the reason 

to spread in to all parts of  Uganda. 

Uganda, on the other hand, where 
the missionaries had concentrated on 

schools, the governor saw the need 
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Lukiiko

people. 

missionaries to show the natives how 
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Kiswahili in the Post-
independence Uganda: 
1962-2005

made positive steps towards the 

made the following declaration:

government, made steps towards 

operational. 

also recommended the strengthening 
of  the teaching of  Kiswahili in 

to prepare for the training of  

paper. 
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challenge of  implementation in the 

position. 

across the different periods, from the 

effort to promote and develop 
Kiswahili. 

across the different periods of  

provisions, laws, or administrative 

colonial period. 

its implementation and achievement 

phenomenon.

Language Policy and 
Indigenous Languages

practices intended to achieve the 
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great tradition and related to the twin 
goals of  nationalism and nationism 

that the former colonial power and 

are concerned.
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independence, and other government 

the emerging states were interested 

more. 

that started attaining independence 
retained the policies of  their 

either English or French as their 

to Kiswahili.

Findings
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parliament in order to answer the core 

and assign a word or phrase to it that 

With regard to Kiswahili and 

space rather than the practical one. 

was amended to recognise Kiswahili 

amendment. 

 

radio and television, for example, 
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from the prominent position his 
predecessor had placed it in. 

of  Uganda who were at the time (the 

within the armed forces. 

adoption of  Kiswahili as the preferred 

Kiswahili discredited its adoption 

local people in the period of  political 

negative associations with Kiswahili 
since Ugandans associated the 

the strongest opposition to the 
proposition adoption of  Kiswahili 
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interaction.

political will to implement a national 

investment into the development of  

and criminal elements in gangs and 

Kiswahili is a threatening tool.
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While English is predominant 

it is English that is associated with 
class school instead of  Kiswahili. 

other instances, Kiswahili is treated as 

advantage in terms of  promotion and 

scenarios reiterated its commitment 
to the promotion and development 

drawn and several plans and efforts 

implement its teaching and learning 

the position of  Kiswahili and its 

in schools amidst social, economic 



A Chronicle of Language Policies in Uganda and the Status of Kiswahili        93

Vol. 14, No. 1, June 2020

in Uganda and recommended to 
the government on policies and 
programmes for the promotion of  

raise ethnic rivalries.

Kiswahili comes at a transitional 

the learners have engaged with the 

engage in a competition of  which 

ethnic landscape.

relegates Kiswahili to a minor position 

evident from the data collected that 

government to elevate Kiswahili to the 

government has done little towards 

standards for the effective promotion, 

in all domains. For example, it came 

that government has not provided 
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sensitize the masses and shade 

to prioritize its acceptance and 

Uganda provides for Kiswahili as the 

English.

which is not the case in Uganda where 

Conclusion

Uganda across the different periods. 

law among others. 

Kiswahili are not in tandem with 
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one time, has not corresponded to its 
implementation to lead to the desired 

recommends that if  Uganda wants 

model that formalised Kiswahili as 
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