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in the democratization process in 
1

and timid in her engagement with the 

while engaging the state in matters 
of  good governance. While faith-

forefront of  social service provision 

state on political matters. Examples 

Both colonial and postcolonial 
regimes that feared emergence of  

tendencies of  the state forced the 

to wear a coat of  indifference lest 

organizations in their role as agents 

or not the democratization process 
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civil organization.

A Broad Understanding of  
Civil Society

a critical factor in the advancement 

relationships, and prevention 

2

it perceives them as competitors 
rather than partners.3

organizations and government in 

examination is the extent to which 

government organize and promote 
good politics.4

normative term, however, for 

characterized among other elements 

7
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8

idea of  engaging the state in order 

 of  

game.

asserts, the free vote and the free 

served.

whole. Whether one is contesting 

the essential element is a clear 

can or cannot achieve.

Civil Society in Uganda

the central and the local levels.

on their part are either registered with 

scale of  operations and the size 
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2000.10

despite the important roles the 

11 have noted that 

12

a challenge to government.13

that:

expand partnerships in a decentralized 

and to offer interventions that are 

have gotten themselves conscripted 
state patronage and clientelism.15

comparative advantage, relative to 

 

 Besides, in the health sector, the 

in the more recent past. 

demonstrates the extent to which 
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that give them their strengths and 

exploit their comparative advantage 
20 

partner in the development process.  

selective tax exemptions on materials 

the government is that whereas this 

22 

corporate taxes since their activities 

organizations in the development 
process, we have little evidence of  

organizations engaging the state to 

The Framework for 
Civil Society and State 
Engagement in Uganda

hegemonic and violent, which 

 

governmental organizations, as well 

the social space that had hitherto, 

Western donors and international 

that were estimated well over one 

24

other hand, however, the social costs 



�e Contested Role of Civil Society in the Democratization of Uganda         27

Vol. 12, Nos 1 & 2, December 2017

the privatisation of  parastatals (state-
owned companies) had  similar 

 

effects of  this trade regime was 
the dominance of  imports on the 

has also meant little expansion of  

explains two dominant tendencies 

is the more dominant part of  the 

Whereas statistics show that the 

2000,

28

cent.

the poor, who remain marginalized 
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that is, most people are poor and the 

Civil Society and 
Policymaking in Uganda

at the central or at the local level.31 

partnership in shaping economic 

service provision.

actors – the donors and the state. 

32

of  the state as well as the donors is 
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alone.

were invited to participate in 
these assessment activities. 

33 

for lending that the government 

34  While the principles 

the two main actors, that is the 
donors and the government. 

what the government and the 

them viewed their role as ad hoc 

is noted:

35 

at implementation stage either the 
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legitimize the government agenda. 

36

originating from meetings to which 

international development 

of  invited spaces and the power 

37

apt, considering the extent to 
which donors and government 

and the government in monitoring 

38 

people who are not familiar 
39
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not to give in to whatever the World  

donor organizations to impose their 

the reasons for their own existence, 

40

rather than holding the state to 

democratic space.

Civil Society and its 
Relations with the Political 
Regime

41 

42

When the present government of  

restricted the activities of  political 

from sponsoring candidates for 
elections, addressing political rallies, 

delegates conferences, restricting 

politics in which it created space for 

the last  three decades, had a critical 
impact on the growth and operations 
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organizations perceive the state as a 

democratization, to the extent that 

distance themselves from associating 
with opposition politics fearing for 
the cancellation of  their registration 

government control over the activities 

ignore them.

with the state in the arena of  
democratization at the centre, a few 

approach in their engagement with 

parliament on draft legislation of  the 

the government itself  created its 

create a corporatist organization of  
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had the effect of  promoting and 

43 

as a political organization) tended 

cooperative societies or attempt to 

The Context of  Church 
and State Engagement in 
Uganda

cooperative societies, common 

deprivation after independence, 

engaging the state.

the vigilance and activism of  the 

that faith organizations have mass 

regime has depended on appeasement 

hold Idd

on ascending to higher leadership 

most recent was a car donation to the 

44
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the editorial in The New Vision, a 
government controlled newspaper, 

leader to engage in partisan politics.45 

a man (sic
seen defending interests of  a small 

the editorial shot itself  in the foot 

were legitimate concerns that the 

have related to government. We 

association and election management. 

concentrated on the negative side of  

organizations and the political 
46

A Historical Context of  
Religious Organizations in 
Uganda

organizations on one hand 
and the state on the other and 

47 

social, economic, and political and 
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th

the British colonial administrators 

and land division and management. 

  the state 

48

land taxes in form of  land rent from 

total disregard of  the fact that there 
was no developed commercial land 

and the right for tax exemption.49

grant them permission to operate in 
new places.

some sort to the role of  missionaries. 

50
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51

The Case of  Uganda Joint 
Christian Council (UJCC)

among the different followers of  the 
respective faith.

The Vision, Mission and Aims of 
UJCC52

53

on practical matters of  common 
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Objectives

good governance, promote   economic 
and   social   rights, strengthen the 

action and other  social programs.

UJCC Episodic Relationship with 
the State

citizen participation for transparent 

UJCC Strategic Programs

Democracy and Governance

parliamentary liaison program. 

the same time, amendments to correct 

the part of  leaders at different levels. 

articles that concerned most citizens 

of  presidential term limits, and 

presidential term limits Bill, telling 
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Breaking Ground for the 8th Parliament

the expectations from the Eighth 
54

attached to parliament to monitor the 

of  parliament on the agenda for 

has the right to participate in the 

and operational mechanisms of  the 

addition to the two engagements with 

or the opposition.55

intended to empower them to 

 

ride dealing with the government. 

it advocated for the formalization 

considered and provided a formal 
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Democracy Monitoring

to inform the citizens, the electoral 
commission, and political parties 

malpractices that can thwart the 

on several occasions, got accreditation 

to participate in election monitoring 

is that whenever the report is critical 

there was no space provided for the 
same  in words.56

of  one candidate against others 

highlight the gaps and constraints to 

the concerned parties of  government 

The Uganda we Want: Nurturing 
Uganda’s Multiparty Democracy. 57

report highlights the challenges of  

rights, and media coverage of  civil 

and mandate to monitor democratic 
governance.



40        Mawazo, Volume 12, Nos 1&2, December 2017

Vol. 12, Nos 1 & 2, December 2017

Citizen Participation for 
Transparent and Accountable 
Governance Program

citizens can exercise those rights. r 

interested and involved in governance 

helped the people to hold leaders 

the local level.

disempowered, that is, there is a wide 

nothing happens to improve their 
lives.58

help empower citizens so that people 

posted to that school.59

participation for transparent and 

and Kotido).60

this program are creating awareness 
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local leaders can also help enlighten 

Citizen’s Forums.

and leaders to interface at parish level. 

people feel powerless and cannot 
demand explanations from their 

demands are altered in the process 

to high levels of  ignorance amongst 

at the time of  political campaigns, 

at local and national levels, do not 

relevant to the people in terms of  

and so on.

UJCC Advocacy

form of  pastoral letters that are 

them to adhere to the principles 

presidential terms to two.61
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transition process that was expected. 

associated with other political parties. 

Stay on the pulpit and 
baptize rather than engage with what the 
state does.
the president wrote to the chairperson 

I hope you will act 
differently from your predecessor 62 

economic and social conditions 

the plight of  people in those camps. 

63

Conclusion

socio-economic development of  the 

forefront of  democratizing the state 

fact, when it comes to the state of  

64 

factors – patronage, intimidation, and 
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65

veiled threat, and reminder of  the 

was assassinated, he is telling the 

the state can still do harm to them. 

extent to which these tendencies 

from free cars and tax exemptions 

that compromise its independence 
and rigor in its attempt to hold the 

66

the provision of  social services, there 

interferes with the state in the sphere 

with government and other 
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