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Introduction 

research process does not end with 

application. 

team was to do with the reporting of  

methods and has implications to a 

warrants a methodological review 

is on health research, the episode 
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had nine points and two of  them 
warrant attentions of  researchers 

order to get the correct interpretation 

The Issue

team which claimed that there were 

on the one hand, and the state which 

the clash was the reporting of  the 

 

 

e 
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positions of  the two parties led to the 

Objective and Significance 
of  this Review

which is a central methodological 

shortcomings.  

the need to have a clear research 

disappointment for different parties 
and head-on collision of  parties. 

the intended impact if  methods were 

allows different actors in the research 
process to see the importance of  

the design stage to reporting of  

steps in the research process in order 

this case helps to remind them to 
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contaminated food, medicines, toxic 
chemicals and material artefacts to 

clashes and miss reporting.

Approach

thereafter proceed to review the 

well as expose them to policies and 

Review of  the Episode 

 

 

 

https://www.cdc.



�e Politics of Reporting Reportable Diseases: A Methodological Review of the State-Researcher Clash         67

Vol. 13, Nos 1 & 2,  June 2019

to remain silent when there is a 

 

that 

press conference was called and it 

the statement on the presence of  the 

named. 

spread of  the disease, and whether 
travellers are screened for or not. 

 

mechanisms.
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and she noted that a section of  media 

interest here is the reporting angle of  

Magufuli Sacks NIMRI Boss
… However, in a quick response, 
Health Minister Ummy Mwalimu 
on Friday allayed fears over the 
reported Zika virus detection, saying 
the World Health Organisation 

She said any outbreak of  a disease 
with serious international concern 

by the global health agency.

WHO Representative in Tanzania 

that there were no reports about 
the Zika virus in Tanzania, 
adding that there was not a single 
child born with signs of  the virus.

“WHO is working closely with 
the Ministry of  Health to monitor 
outbreak of  the disease. We have 
never received any reports indicating 
that there are people affected by 
the Zika virus,” Dr Saguti told a 
news conference in Dar es Salaam.

Ministry of  Health Chief  Medical 

part, said the ministry had laid down 
procedures for getting information on 
the outbreak of  diseases, but hastened 

to add that there was no information 
showing outbreak of  the Zika virus.

“There is no Zika patient in Tanzania. 
Let me repeat – there is no Zika patient 
in Tanzania,” stressed Dr Kambi.

...

Source: The Guardian 

https://www.ippmedia.com/en/

prompted worldwide concern 
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...

 

https://www.ippmedia.com/en/

methodological aspect of  research 
and it depends on how the research 

has nothing to do with the technical 

research team.
 Fundamental Question

warrant the government to insist that 

which was not followed, that if  it 

stage research and the 

people who were pointed to as 
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since not doing so is considered 

Reportable Diseases 
Reporting Protocols 

. 

epidemic level or not (
). 

protocol. 

that once the disease is diagnosed, the 

demand is to monitor the trend of  

or disappearing, trace its origin, 

monitor of  its geographical spread 

 

is an offense for one not to fail to 

reporting. 

different reporting formats which 

criteria of  reporting and where 

immediate telephone reporting to 

some action to happen and there 
are variations in pace of  different 

controlling the movement of  people 
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infected partners.

of  getting the right information 

the social, political and economic 
fronts. Governments need to have 

intended goals.

for some of  the aspects now covered 

endemic or pandemic disease 

report the diseases, where to report, 

the relevant information to the right 
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Monitoring of  Diseases 

good to monitor diseases which are 

also helps to advance research in areas 

of  diseases from one part of  the 

and spread of  disease to different 

have implications on reporting 

to avoid raising false alarms. 

threats that exist in a given region and 

Politics of  Reporting 
Reportable Diseases
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also the movement of  people to and 

diseases it costs them a lot to step 

good as it helps to confront the 

their own national interest (
).

example, if  not controlled, can lead to 

Global Outbreaks of  
Pandemics

emanating from its spread – more 

 



74        Mawazo, Vol. 13, Nos 1 & 2 December 2019

Vol. 13, Nos 1 & 2, June 2019

of  cases to help determine if  there is 

 

 

from this perspective, misreporting 

have interest to defend their positions. 

manner and hence face sanctions. 

people in the government (

health sector and even isolation of  the 

regard to the movement of  people, 
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has close interaction, especial people 

to monitor movements of  people 

While it is in the interest of  governments 

the science point of  view, concealing 

allowed to spread. Researchers and 

has reporting protocols is reported in a 

Conducting Health Studies 

in their areas of  specialisation need 

research protocols, traditions and 

approach or designs and later the 

 meta-

have their origin on the thesis that it 
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Meta-analyses and 
Systematic Reviews 

reach a decision (

present weighted and pooled average 

decisions (Goodwin and Geddes 
2004)

of  inconsistencies.

effects of  intervention programs 

hence the aggregate sample size of  

limitations together with strong ones 

or have advantages emanating from 
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researchers, sample size, and even 

and 

has the potential of  transforming 

general.

for clinical and cost effectiveness of  

reviews. Even when there are areas 

good decisions. 

to lead to a decision to withdraw a 

to declare that there is a new disease 



78        Mawazo, Vol. 13, Nos 1 & 2 December 2019

Vol. 13, Nos 1 & 2, June 2019

a high level of  evidence and are of  
great importance in health sciences. 

decision if  these two approaches have 

Discovery and Spread of  
Zika Viruses 

spread to other parts of  the world 

single cases rather than an epidemic 

which associated the disease with a 

Worth noting here is that the 

sporadic fashion – few cases.

The Raison d’etre for the 
Clash on the Zika Virus 
Report in Tanzania 
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scientists, a process which allows for 

answers at some point are whether 

A Methodological Note 

and if  this is not achieved, then it is 

perspective, the collision of  the state 
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processes and stages of  research so 

to validate information, release and 

 

of  health and development, clinical, 

valid. 

who has the mandate of  declaring 
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Research developed as a diagnostic 

method of  detecting disease, cannot 

improper reporting can have social, 
economic, and international relation 
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