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Introduction

governance principles in the mind 
of  political practitioners, and on 
the other hand, there is the western 

whether democratic practice is to 

democratic principles and practice 

political leader.

as a concept.

reason and having a developed 

et al.

government that meets three essential 

all effective positions of  government 

political participation in selection of  

– freedom of  expression, freedom 
of  the press, freedom to form and 
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traditions. 

Greek Foundation of  
Democracy

which the people themselves possess 

originates from the people, managed 

whom he chose to call philosopher 

with three classes of  people: the 

Each of  these classes corresponds 

spirited, and the appetitive elements 

consists of  its appetitive element 
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element for good government, and 
therefore as a characteristic of  an 

law as central to a good state and not 

no man, however good, can attain. 

is in the interest of  a single class or 

governance means government 

and rivalling factors in administration 

on the other hand, emphasized 
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principles and directed towards the 

Modern Foundation of  
Democracy

this practical, the entire political 

following words: 

moral hinders him or her from 

which leads to competition, according 
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to live, that he who neglects 

effective political control. 

competition among men and political 

permitting competition and with 

and aversions, from which arise all 

instinct and reason are the two 

Reason, on the other hand, teaches 
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has two parts: a covenant of  each 

the vote determining who or what is 

a social contract. 

except the anticipation that these will 

ones proper advantage according 

to avoid wars and create peace and 

and their political leadership. 

competition which is later applied 

reasoned: 

forest: each needs the others, since 

those that live in isolated freedom 

and twisted (Kant 
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how this sovereign whom he calls 

to protect and preserve the life of  

and the state. 

according to Kant.

competing for political excellence 

proposed in the West, the form that has 

competing for political power. 
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(parties) are formed and which were 

is the philosophical idea of  the 

to the people themselves as the 

emphasizes competition for political 

of  law other than the realization 

social tensions and contradictions 

democracies. 

African Foundation of  
Democracy

internationalization of  the 
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Western invention, these critics re-

Western monarchies, nor pre-

practiced in most, if  not all 
of  these places. Where voting 

lower classes, were not allowed 

presence of  several democratic 

this in the following words:

exerted on it. 

Kingdom of  Kongo, which existed 

encompassing large parts of  present-
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named Mwene Kongo

has in respect to the Kingdom of  
Kongo noted:

choice
power 

leader from power. 

the elites were often followers 

free to administer these provinces 
according to the democratic will 

villages and towns had the power 
to elect local representatives, 

decentralization (provincial 
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and cities were allowed to elect 

governors of  the provinces who 

administrators, called Kafo-

the governors of  the provinces 

Edward Wamala (2004) also 

th th

principles in the traditional 

non-interference demands that 

which hints at the principle that no 
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helps to discipline political leaders 
since, “… a chief, who withdrew 

in a manner that endeared him to his 

 

to the citizens, the limitation of  their 

in the West, democratic opinions are 

level of  dependence of  political 

made to the gods of  their ancestors. 

political leaders.

traditional political societies was 
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leadership. 

Challenge for Modern 
Africa

her political democratic powers, 

interest of  this article is to trace 
those challenges and relate them to 

the different political challenges, 

Africa and the Curse of  the Nation-State, 

people for self-governance, then the 

representatives to monitor democratic 
processes and their implications on 
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leading their own people to fear them, 

to moral principles, the practitioner 

political leaders have made an effort 

whether moral principles are relevant 

now challenged as to whether moral 
political practice or the amoral one 

to the demands of  the Western 

governments and Western donor 

ideologies that compete for political 
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in terms of  political freedoms is 

or self-imposed) together with the 
West and attendant donor agencies 

challenge. 

power of  law and minimises the 

not consonant with their will, their 
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mentioned, these laws are not in line 

and are not engraved in their hearts 

representation, since instead of  

detached from the interests of  the 

them.

Conclusion and 
Recommendations

Conclusion

that, power is derived from the people 

different historical and philosophical 

whole were a small percentage of  

delegated their power to their leaders 

politics. 

other hand, this power is competed 

sell their political ideologies to the 

this power was enshrined and 
consolidated in a person or persons 
from recognized families or clans 

agreed position, political power was 
delegated to the person or persons 
selected. 
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and allowed to compete for power, 

in addition political and legal factors. 

Recommendations

recommendations we can derive from 

prefer, provided the people wants to 

minds of  the citizens. 
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at the level of  choice of  leaders. 

different political agenda which in 

political practice.

a single-minded political idea as it 

ideologies that can compete for 
power.

competition compels people to strive 

competition in political parties in 

political practice to moral principles. 


